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The snake who
spoiled everything 
Adam and Eve

How it all started
Can you imagine a great big silent NOTHING? In

the very beginning, that’s all there was. Long before the sun

started burning and long, long before you popped into the

world and started yelling, there was no up, no down, no

light and no sound. There was nothing at all – except God.

Creation was ready for kick-off.

‘Give me light!’ yelled God, and BANG!There was

light. God told the light to take turns with the dark, and

he called them Day and Night. That was Day One.
On Day Two (God had decided to keep count),

God looked at some slippery stuff in front of him and

shouted, ‘Sort yourself out!’ So the slippery stuff split into

two and became water and sky. ‘That’s more like it!’ said God.
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Day Three: God stirred up the water and

demanded, ‘Dry land! Where are you?’ Huge continents

heaved themselves up out of the water, like fat men leaving

a swimming pool. They settled, high and dry. Now that

he had Land and Sea, God got cracking. He shouted,

‘Green things! Give me green things! I want trees, crops,

fruit, flowers – get growing!’ Green shoots shot up and

great roots dived down into the earth. There was no

stopping God now.

Day Four: God looked up into space and saw –

well, a space. ‘Sun! Moon! Stars! Planets!’ he ordered, and

lights exploded like fireworks all over the universe.

‘Ooooh!’ said God. 

Day Five: God wondered, ‘Who’s going to live in

the world I’ve made? I want things that swim and fly!’ The

seas filled with everyone’s favourites, such as dolphins and

sea horses – but God also made weird, revolting and

dangerous stuff like stone fish, sea cucumbers and great

white sharks. In the sky a million different birds were

singing, cawing, trilling, piping and mewing. What a

racket! But God was pleased to see that his creation had a

life of its own. ‘Make babies!’ he said to all his creatures.
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Day Six: God looked at the land and shouted,

‘This place needs some life!’ He didn’t have to ask twice:

creatures of all shapes and sizes began to appear, from the

tiniest amoeba to the biggest T. Rex. God wasn’t fussy – he

made cute kittens and horrible head lice just the same.

Finally, God decided that the world needed a creature that

was like him – so he made human beings and put them in

charge. He told them it was their job to look after

the planet.

Day Seven: God gave himself a big pat on the

back. He looked at everything he’d made and saw how

good it all was. He could afford to take some time off: after

all, what could possibly go wrong?
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How things went wrong
Here’s the Bible’s

revolting recipe

for making

human beings:

Method
Mix the dust, mud or clay with some water or spit until

you’ve got a big, squelchy blob. Make the blob into the

shape of a man. Then breathe into his nostrils (make sure

you blow right up his nose) to give him the breath of life.

When the man is alive and made of flesh and blood, put

him into a deep sleep. Then cut open his side and poke

around until you find one of his ribs – the one at the

bottom of the ribcage is best. Pull out the rib (pull hard

until it cracks) but be careful not to take out any guts by

mistake. Close up the hole in his side. Use the rib to make

a woman (you’ll need God’s secret recipe). This will make

IngredientsSome dust(mud or clay would do)Some water to helpshape the dust(you can use spit)The breath of life(only available from God)
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a matching pair of human beings: introduce them to each

other so that they can be partners.

When God made human beings, he added one very

important ingredient: a big dollop of free will, or the ability

to think for ourselves. Here’s what happened next . . .

God called his first people Adam and Eve. In a place

called Eden, he gave them a beautiful garden to live in,

which was full of fruit trees. They wandered around in a

happy daze, finding delicious things to eat wherever they

turned. It was all perfect, they had everything they needed

and they didn’t even notice that they weren’t wearing any

clothes.

‘Oh, there’s just one thing,’ said God to Adam and

Eve, as he finished showing them around their new home.

‘That tree over there is the Tree of Life. Next to it is the

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. You can eat fruit

from any tree except that one – it’ll kill you. I mean it. Now

do as you’re told.’

Adam and Eve did as they were told – at first. Then

one day, a snake sidled up to have a quiet word with Eve.

(Yes, that’s right, there was a talking snake in the Garden of

Eden. Weird.) The snake was a sneaky sort, and he
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whispered in Eve’s ear, ‘Did God really s-s-say, “You can’t

eat the fruit in this-s-s garden”?’ 

Eve was new to the world, so a talking snake didn’t

bother her. She answered, ‘We can eat anything we like,

except the fruit of that tree in the middle of the garden.

God won’t even let us touch it! We’d die.’ 

The snake replied, ‘Lis-s-sten, that fruit won’t kill you.

It’ll make you like God: you’ll be wise and you’ll unders-s-

stand everything, good and bad.’

Well, what would you do? 

Eve couldn’t stop thinking about that tree and how

tasty the fruit looked. You’ll remember that she was able to

think for herself, just like we can, and she wondered what

it would be like to be as wise as God. When the snake

slipped her one of the fruits, Eve bit straight into it: it was

mouth-wateringly sweet.  She shared it with Adam. He

finished it off. The snake slithered away, sniggering.

OOPS – God had given Adam and Eve one rule –

the first rule in the history of the world – and they’d broken

it. There was no getting away from it. They changed: it was

as if all the wisdom in the world had been downloaded into

their brains. Suddenly they understood everything – and
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the first thing they understood was that they were starkers.

They didn’t have a stitch on. They were in their birthday

suits. But there were no shops in the Garden of Eden, so

they made their own pants out of big leaves, sewn together

with long grasses. The pants were a bit lumpy, and the

problem with leaf-pants is they tend to let ants in, but at

least they covered up Adam and Eve’s embarrassing bits.

When Adam and Eve heard God in the garden, they

ran away and hid. But God was not in the mood for a

game of hide and seek, and he said, ‘Where are you?’

Adam appeared, red-faced. ‘I was hiding because I’m

naked,’ he said.

‘What?’ said God. ‘Who told you that? Hang on –

have you been eating the only fruit in the garden I told you

not to eat?’ 

Adam pointed at Eve. ‘She made me!’

Eve pointed at the snake. ‘He told me to!’

God shouted, ‘Enough!’ 
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God’s curse
God started with the snake. ‘Right! You started this, so your

punishment is to go without legs. No evolution for you –

you’ll always crawl on your belly in the dust! Adam and Eve’s

children will hate you and try to kill you, and you’ll bite

them back.’

Then God turned to Eve. ‘Your punishment is pain –

having children will hurt!’

Then God turned to Adam. ‘No more easy living for

you! Because you broke my rule, you’ll have to work to grow

your food. You’ll sweat over the soil: frost and stones and

brambles and nettles will make life hard from now on.’

God was afraid that Adam and Eve would grab the fruit

from the other special tree – the Tree of Life. If they ate that,

too, then they would live forever! God wasn’t having that, so

he threw Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. Just to

make sure they couldn’t sneak back in, he sent an angel to

stand guard at the gate. You might think angels wear white

dresses and tinsel, like they do in your school Nativity play,

but this angel wasn’t pretty – he was big and strong and he

waved a sword made of fire. No one was going to mess with

him. There was no going back for Adam or Eve. 
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This is one of the oldest stories in the Bible. It may

first have been written down nearly 3000 years ago,

but it is even older than that: people told this story

aloud to each other as a way of explaining how the

world came to be like it is. Science has now taught

us about the Big Bang and evolution and the mind-

bogglingly long time it took for the first people to

walk on the earth, but the story of Adam and Eve

still tells us some important truths: God made

something out of nothing, then he gave us this

world to look after – and our bad choices can get us

into a lot of trouble… 

You can read this Bible story in Genesis chapters 1–3.
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