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Awesome angels 
The birth of Jesus 

Halo and goodbye
‘DON’T BE SCARED! ’ yelled the tall stranger

who shone like a lightning bolt in the gloomy Temple.

His eyes were flaming orange, and from his broad

shoulders stretched powerful wings. The long white

feathers glowed and twitched, stirring clouds of incense

like dry ice around a rock star. The old priest Zechariah

shook so hard that his teeth chattered. He had been all

alone in the holiest part of the Temple, quietly spooning

grains of incense onto the altar, when this luminous

creature had appeared right in front of him.

‘I’VE GOT GOOD NEWS FOR YOU,

ZECHARIAH! ’ continued the angel. ‘Your wife

Elizabeth is going to have a baby boy! You’re going to call
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him John and he’s in God’s good books, I can tell you –

he’ll be full of God’s Holy Spirit before he’s even born!

He’ll have the power to turn people back to God! He’s

going to lead the way for the Lord!’

‘B-b-but –’ said Zechariah, ‘my wife is an old lady!

How do I know you’re telling the truth?’

The angel glared at him. ‘Haven’t you been listening?

I’ve just given you GOOD NEWS. My name is

GABRIEL and I stand in the presence of GOD.

I’ve told you what is going to happen but you don’t

believe me! So now you’ll be unable to speak until the

baby is born. Not a word, not a whine, not a whisper.’

‘?!!’ replied Zechariah.

* * *

Six months later, Gabriel arrived in a little town called

Nazareth with another message. ‘DON’T BE

SCARED! ’ He bristled with light like a giant sparkler

in the dim little house, and his wings swept a row of

pottery plates onto the floor. CRASH! This time, the

quivering human being before him was called Mary. She

was young – not much more than a teenager – but she
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was brave, so she didn’t run away from the fiery, feathered

stranger. ‘I’VE GOT GOOD NEWS FOR

YOU! ’ announced Gabriel. ‘God is very pleased with

you. You’re going to have a baby boy! You must call him

Jesus. He’ll be GOD’S SON and a great king – his

kingdom will last FOR EVER! ’
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Mary gasped and said, ‘But – how is that even

possible? I’ve never been with a man!’

Gabriel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will fill you with

God’s power and your son will be holy – he’ll be

GOD’S SON! Right now, your cousin Elizabeth is
expecting a baby, too, even though she’s an old lady! You

see, NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR
GOD! ’

Mary gulped. Her brain couldn’t hold the bigness of

God, so all she said was, ‘God’s the boss. I’ll do whatever

he wants me to do.’

Great expectations
Mary set off straight away to visit her cousin Elizabeth. It

was a long journey into the dusty hills of Judea, and as she

walked she had plenty of time to think about what the

angel had said. Was she really going to have a baby? What

on earth would her husband-to-be say? She and Joseph

were planning to get married, but would he or anyone else

really believe that her baby was God’s Son? Would this boy

really grow up to be a king, the Messiah promised by God,

the Saviour her people had been waiting for all these years?
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If so, the Jewish people’s troubles were over, because the

Saviour would look after them and finish off all their

enemies. If her old cousin Elizabeth really was expecting a

baby, then perhaps everything else the angel had said

would come true as well.

When Mary reached Elizabeth’s house, Zechariah

saw her and tried to shout – but of course he couldn’t. Do

you remember the punishment the angel gave him? His

mouth gaped like a goldfish’s and he tried to tell Mary the

news with a complicated mime, but in the end there was

no need – grey-haired Elizabeth stepped out of the house

with her hands resting on her big, baby-filled belly.

‘ELIZABETH! ’ cried Mary in amazement.

‘OOOF! ’ said Elizabeth, because just then her

baby jumped and gave her the most enormous kick, as if

– like his mute father – he were trying to tell her

something. Elizabeth understood. Her son’s kick meant

It’s him! God’s Son is here! and before Mary could explain

about the angel and her amazing news, Elizabeth said,

‘Congratulations! You’re special to God, and that baby in

your belly is blessed!’
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Mary and Elizabeth hugged each other. As Mary put

her hand on Elizabeth’s belly and felt the baby wriggle,

she realised that everything the angel had said was true.

She was going to have a baby of her own and he would be

God’s Son. ‘Praise the Lord!’ she sang. ‘Look what God

has done for me! He’s kept his promise to our people!’ All

mums wonder what their babies will be when they grow

up, but Mary knew. ‘He’ll put powerful people in their

place! He’ll help the hungry! He’ll save us all!’

Three months later, Elizabeth’s baby was born.

When it was time to name him, Zechariah still couldn’t

say a word, so he wrote a message: ‘His name is John.’

Then at last the angel loosened his tongue and Zechariah

could speak for the first time in nine months. ‘Bless the

Lord!’ he said. ‘Look what God has done for us!’

Everyone wondered what was so special about baby John,

but his dad knew, and he knew about Jesus, too. ‘God has

kept his promise! He’s sent us a Saviour! He’ll be a battle-

winning hero who will save us all! He’ll show our enemies

who’s boss! And you, John, are God’s prophet. You’ll get

everyone ready for him – you’ll tell them that the Saviour

is coming!’
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A king in the cows’ dinner
‘DON’T BE SCARED, JOSEPH! ’ yelled

the angel. It was the middle of the night in Nazareth and

Joseph was scared stiff. You remember Joseph – he had

promised to marry Mary, but he was ready to dump her

for having a baby without him. He had tossed and turned

in bed that night, but now when he closed his eyes all he

could see were feathers and fiery light. The angel had

invaded his dreams to give him an amazing message:

‘Joseph, go ahead and marry Mary – her baby is

GOD’S SON! You’ve got to call him JESUS,*

because he’ll save people from their sins! He’s the One

your people have been waiting for!’

So Joseph married Mary and her belly got bigger as her

special baby grew. She walked carefully, as if she were carrying

a precious gift – a surprise present for her people, the Jews.

They needed a Saviour now more than ever, because the

Romans ruled the world and bossed everyone about.

One day the Roman Emperor said, ‘I want to know

exactly how many people are in my power!’

* In Hebrew, Jesus’ name is Joshua, which means ‘God saves’.
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The order went out across the Roman Empire: ‘Go

back to the place where you were born, and be counted!’

Mary and Joseph had no choice – they had to make the

long trip to Joseph’s home town of Bethlehem and be

counted by the Romans, even though the baby was due at

any moment.

‘NO ROOM! ’ the innkeeper said at the seventh
inn Mary and Joseph tried in Bethlehem. It was the same

at the eighth, ninth and tenth inns. The little town was

packed and there was nowhere for them to stay.

‘JOSEPH! HELP! THE BABY’S
COMING! ’ yelled Mary, and Joseph begged the last

innkeeper to let them in. He didn’t want a baby to be

born on his doorstep, so he showed the young couple to

the shed where his animals slept. There on the straw,

surrounded by cows huffing in the night air, with Joseph

tightly holding her hand, Mary had her special baby.

‘IT’S A BOY! ’ said Joseph. ‘His name is Jesus.’

‘He’s God’s Son,’ said Mary.

‘WAAAAAAAAAH! ’ cried Jesus.
Mary wrapped her baby up tightly. Joseph shooed

the cows away from their feeding trough, then made a
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bed for Jesus on their warm hay. No baby king had ever

slept in a cow’s dinner before – but then, there had never

been a king like Jesus before.

An army of angels
On the hills around Bethlehem, some shepherds were

keeping an eye on their sheep. They huddled around a

small fire that crackled quietly and coloured their hands

and faces with a rosy glow. Behind them the hills were

dark and above them the huge night sky was still.

WHOOOOOSH! With a fierce flash and a

tearing sound like a rocket, the sky ripped apart. A giant

figure with white-hot wings towered above the shepherds.

‘DON ’T BE SCARED! ’ yelled the angel. The
shepherds froze in fear and the sheep scarpered in panic.

‘I ’VE GOT WONDERFUL NEWS FOR
YOU – FOR EVERYONE! YOUR
SAVIOUR HAS BEEN BORN
TODAY ! HE’S GOD’S SON – THE
MESSIAH ! Here’s how you’ll know it’s true: you’ll

find him in Bethlehem, lying in an animals’ trough!’
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WHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO-

SH! Suddenly the sky rippled with light and a whole

army of awesome angels appeared. The shepherds had

heard priests talk about God’s power and glory, but now

they could see it for themselves. These angels were God’s

terrible, beautiful troops. The glow of their wings spread

across the sky like the Northern Lights and their voices

sounded loud and clear like trumpets. The whole army

sang together, ‘GLORY TO GOD! GLORY

TO GOD! GLORY TO GOD! PEACE

TO EVERYONE ON EARTH! ’

The shepherds raced to Bethlehem to look for the

surprising Saviour – the king lying in the cows’ dinner.

They trampled through stables all over Bethlehem,

leaving a trail of startled cows and surprised donkeys

behind them, until they burst into the shed where Jesus

was sleeping in the trough. ‘HE’S HERE! ’ they

called to each other. All the hairy shepherds crowded

around to gawp. They smelt of sweat, sheep and wet grass.

Mary smiled at their excited faces, listened to their

garbled story about the angels and watched as they bowed
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clumsily to her baby boy. She tried to hold on to that

moment so she would always remember it.

Then the shepherds were off again, running from

door to door in Bethlehem. They told anyone who would

listen about the army of angels and the special baby.

Those who heard them were amazed, and they searched

the sky for traces of angels – but all they saw was a very

bright star that no one had noticed before.

Everything about Jesus’ birth was surprising – the

awesome angels’ news amazed everyone – but the

most surprising thing of all was that the tiny baby in

the trough was God’s Son. He had been with God

since the beginning of the universe but he was born

as a human baby. God didn’t keep his glory to

himself – he sent Jesus to share it with the world.

But the story of Jesus’ birth doesn’t end here. Read on

for news of more visitors, not all of them welcome.

You can read this part of the story of Jesus’ birth in Matthew

1:18-25 and Luke 1:5–2:20.
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